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Media release 

 

Uterus transplantation: NCE has reservations about experimentation  
 
Bern, 06.09.2018 – Uterus transplantation is a new medical procedure currently being 

investigated and developed in a number of countries. The National Advisory Commission on 

Biomedical Ethics (NCE) has published an opinion paper on the ethical aspects of this 

procedure. 

 

Uterus transplantation is a new medical procedure, by which the first child was born in 2014, in 

Sweden. Since then, about ten children have been born worldwide using this method. 

 

The procedure is still at the experimental stage and not yet clinically established. Since the method is 

new, scientific knowledge about it is limited as yet. Many aspects still need to be studied, in particular 

the medium- and long-term consequences for the health of those directly affected (uterus donor and 

recipient and children born using this method). Projects on these issues are currently underway in 

various countries and could also be launched in Switzerland. 

 

In its opinion paper, the NCE addresses the ethical aspects of uterus transplantation. It states that the 

physical and mental impact of the procedure on those directly affected is not to be underestimated. In 

particular, it is unclear what the possible medium- to long-term risks for the health of the child might 

be. Research in this field must therefore be planned and conducted very carefully. However, 

reservations exist with regard to research on uterus transplantation from the perspective of social 

ethics: Firstly, the potential benefits of research projects on the procedure are relatively low compared 

with other fields of medical research. Secondly – should the procedure prove to be medically safe and 

effective – it will presumably only be available to couples who can afford it. Thus, if research on 

uterus transplantation is (partly) financed by public funding, the question arises whether this is an 

appropriate use of limited healthcare resources. 

 

 

Further information:  

Prof. Andrea Büchler, NCE President, 044 634 48 43; Prof. Valérie Junod, Member of the NCE, 

078 696 64 94; Dr Dorothea Wunder, Member of the NCE, 079 910 41 52 

 

The opinion paper is available at www.nek-cne.ch => Publications.  

 
 
  

 


